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No. XUI. 



TO THE 

EDITORS OF THE ANTIxUNION.- 



Nulli fas.— fub jungere gentem.- 



VlRO, iE.NEID.' 



Gentlemen",, 



MPELLED by the energy of that fe'ntiment which 
every man mufl fee! when he helieves that his bed intc- 
riyfls, always iafeperably conneftod with the freedom and 
iftdependence of his country, arc about to be (h'fpofed of 
for evei, I cannot help foiicitiwg permiflion through your 
publication to fubmitto my countrymen, fome thoughts 
on the great fiibjeft which now occupies, I may fay, 
agonizes, the mind of the Irifli- public. The fubjeft of 
a legiflative Union with Great Britain, has been treated 
in' many different points of view, by ihe ingenious cor- 
refpondents of your paper, as well as' by that hofl of 
writers, who, on this agitating meafure^ have given their 
trho'jghts to the public. Wit has rediculed and declama- 
tion inveighed againft it ; elocjucnce has txhaulled all 
its ftores in developing the calamities by wliich it mud 
be followed ; and the pride, the paflions, the indignation 
of the country, have rifen to repel the indignity of the 
meafure. Every topic which could furnifli an argu- 
ment againft' it has been reforted to and many of them 
have been exhaufted, while that, which in my mind, 
affords the heft ground on which reafon can- take her 
fland againft ii, has been adverted to but with a cafual 
glance. I mean its incompatibility with the conftitution 
of the country, and the iricompetence of any legiflation 
without the exprefs confent of the nation to effefi: it.— - 
" fFho paUdifpofs of the kingdom of Ireland .?." " Who 
Has ij RIGHT to abolijh its independence — to annul its con-_ 
Jiitution — andtofiibmit the property, liberty, and lives of its 
people to the abfolute dominion of another country ?" 
Thefe are queftions which I conceive have not yet been 
fully difcufled, though their importance one might think 
would have obtained for them the firft place in the pub- 
lic mind. They are not the queftions of party; they 
relate not to little meafures of finance, of regulation, 
or of commerce ; they are queftions which now concern 
the very cxiftence of Ireland ; and relate to a meafure, 
which, like the immenfity of fpace, or the infinity of 
duration, comprehends within its capacious womb, 
every objefl: that can intereft a people, or affea the in- 
tcreft and happinefs of individuals. They are queftions 
which muft be confidered now or never ; for if the 
prefent moment be fufFered to pafs away, the lapfe-of 



future ages may not prefent another opportunity tocbn- 
fiderthem: To ay it is public virtue to difcuft 
them — To-morrow the difcuflion may be trea- 
3-0 N ; and the infamy and penalties of rebellion^ 
will await' that tardy virtue which if exerted in time, 
would have enfured the gratitude andadmiration of pof- 
terity. 

At fuch a moment as this every man fhbuld throw his 
mite of intelledt into the public ftock. Ifliall therefore 
diftharge my doty by ftibmitting' to my countrymen thfe 
two following propofitions, which if T am not deceived-, 
admit of demon ftration as complete, as any moral pro- 
portion is capable of receiving. I fay then, firft. That 
the meafure of a legiflative Union, in fuch terms as we 
are taught to espeft, would be a furrender of the confti- 
tution 5 and confequently, of the liberty and indepen- 
dence of thiscountry ; — and fecondly. That the parlia'- 
liameilt of Ireland will be guilty of an aft of ufurpation', 
if they aflfume a'power to etradtfuch an Union without 
the exprefs confent of the people of Ireland. 

The dangerous and dark principles which the abftraft 
rights of man afford me, might make the proof'of thefe 
propofitions a matter of great facility ; biiflrejeft them'; 
I fliail refort to no principles which have not been re- 
cogni'/.cd by the Britifli conftitution, and inculcated by 
thofeilluftrious men who have developed and explained 
it; I difcard the levelliiig and revolutionary princr- 
ples of the French fyftem, and difclaim as unconftitu- 
tional and unfafe,fwr)' principle which would invert the 
mob v4th fupreme power- 

An Union then, Ifay, would be a furrender of tlYe 
conftitution. ' To examine this propofition, it is necef- 
fary we fhould confider, firft, w^hat is meant by " Confti- 
tution," and particularly the conftitution of this coun- 
try ; — and in thefecond place, what is meant by a " Le- 
giflative Union."— Conftitution, then, when ufed in" a 
political fenfe, I underftand, tomean "that fyfliem of 
primitive or fundamentalprinciples according to which 
the frame of the refpefbive government was firft formed, 
and- by which it muft continue to be regulated" — By the 
" Britifli conftitution, which is alfo that of Ireland; I 
mean that fyftem of primitive or fundamental princi- 
ples on which our government is formed, and accord- 
ingto which, fo long as our conftitution lafts,itmuftbe 
conduced." Thus it is not this or that particular law, 
nor any certain number of laws, nor all the laws on the 
ftatute books which form the conftitution ; for if it was 
any, or a certain number, or all of thefe which form it, 
then the repeal of that particular ftatute,-or the repeal of 
any of that certain number of ftatutes, or the repeal or 
enaSion of any ftatute, would be an alteration, if not 
an abolition of the conftitution ittfelf. But it is evident 



so 



that no fnch repe?.l,"&c. IS confidered as a change of the of the Irifii people; lot us now feevvhat isrtieantby 

conflitution ; it muft, therefore, be the original principles a legiflative Union with Great Britain, 

on which the common law refts; tiiofe principles which An Union then means, that two of thofe three 

govern the legiflature in the enaaion of every ftatute; branches of the conftitutional legiflature fliall be abo- 

thofeprinciples, in a word, on whichthelegiflature itfelf lifhed for ever ; that there fliali never be, hereafter, an 

is framed; it muft be thofe that form the conftitution. Irifli Houie of Peers, or an Irifii Hoiife of Commons; 



Thus, if by miftake or undue influence, the legiflature 
could be perfoaded to ena(El a law inconfiftent with any 
of thefe firft principles, that law would be unconftitilti- 
onal ; fuch, for inftance, would be a law empowering his 
Majefly or his minifter to take the property of the fub- 
je£t, or to confine his perfoOj or to difpofe of his life, 
at hiswill and- pleafure. Thus,alfo, if the legiflature, of 
its own -au'thority, fliould abolifh the monarchy, the go- 
vernment which they fltould eftablifli in its placcj would 
be uncon'ftitutional: Such for inftance, wasthe protefto^ 
rate of- Cromv/ell. 

What then, are thofe premature and fundamental 
principles? Thd civil and political liberty of the fub- 
je£t, I conceiye to be the firfl and chief It includes the 
Tight of thgfuJ3Je£l; to be bound by no laws but thofe to 
which.he affents, either exprefsly by the reprefentative 
whom he ele£i:si or virtually by the reprefentative who is 
chofen by that defcription of his countrymen which the 
law coriflders mod likely to make a wifechoice for the 
general good. This too, includes the political indepen- 
dence of the ftate ; for if the ilate were dependent on 
another power, then this right of the fubjcSI: to be bound 
ty no laws but thofe to which he affented either exprefsly 
or virtually, as above, could not exift. He would be 
bound by laws made neither by him, nor his reprefenta- 



and that the people of Ireland fliall, henceforward, be 
governed by the King, and Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, encreafed by the addition of a few Peers and 
Gomnionersfent from Ireland. Of thefe Irifli reprefen- 
tati ves, the number mufl: be fuch as to bear a very fmall 
proportion to the Peers or Commons of Great Britain ; 
of courfe they mufl:, in all cafes, be unable to procure 
the ena£tion of unymeafure which they may think be- 
neficial to Ireland, or to prevent the enaction of any 
meafure which they may knovv to be injurious to its in* 
terefl, or deftruclive of its rights. 

I fay, therefore, that an Union furrcnders this grei^t 
and vital principle of the conflitution ; that the pebple 
of Ireland fliall be governed by a King, and tv/o houfes 
of Parliament; the one coniifting of Irifli Peers, the 
otherof Irifli Commoners. I fay, alfo, that by giving 
up this conftitutional mode of government, it fubjugates 
Ireland to the abfolute and uncontroiflabic dominion of 
theBritifli'Parliamcnt. But when one country is fub- 
ject to the abfolute and uncontroulable power of another 
country, it ccafes to bo floe or independent ; its citi- 
zens no longer enjoy civil or political liberty; the peo- 
ple of Ireland, thciefore, in cafe they fubmit to an 
Union, will immediately ceafe to be governed by lav/s 
to which they have either a6tually, or virtually confent- 



tive, nor the reprefentative of any defcription of his edby their reprefentatives ; they will ceafe to enjoy ci 
countrymen, but, by that pararnount ftote. A tofiixtry. vil or political liberty ; and therefore, an Union, I fay, 
thus fubordinate ipr dependent pn aii9Jt|?_er panoofr: W is a" complete furrender of the conftitution of Ireland, 



faid to have any cqnflitutinn Amefica jiad hone 'befpije 
the aflertion of her iiidcpcjidf;pc§— Ircjanii Jiad none 
while flie was bound by, ^ijtiflj/latutes; 

Subordinate to this fiffj^griij^t .principle Q.f. the/^o.nfti-! 
tution, and calculated tg^gij^srit [jerrQanency.and .e^'eqj' 
is another, namely, . , that the fypreme power of the ftatS 
fliall refide in a Ig^iQatjve^bodjr con|^ing of three mensi- 
bers — the chief j^ecutlve niagj,itrate,,a houfe of peet^ 
created by him, ^odi.a.hbufe of reprefentatives chofaii 
by the people, oj;jg cert^jji .defcript,io,ij,of therq^j 

That thefe are jadipal principles; of tl!e_.^conftitutiop, 
I might cite inmjijiefable authoryjgs. to flie\y,. but 44 I 
believe they -will , not be. .CDntrftvert-ed, it wjpiajd be*tn 
idle parade to -{^ove them,„b.y refcreijce. .Supppfiifg, 
therefore, until „^e. contrary ,b^Eroved,-\vhich I ,am 
convinced, canaiitji3e done,atj^.btte.,c^ftitjjtion^is.fufch 
as I have defcribe^ it, ■•and.atba,i-i| depends ,on '.the two 
great principles, ^hf civil'jjidjrgel^iqjtdi.berty. of tjie 
people, . including the right of felf-government, and 



inafmucli as it furrcnders the two great principles of 
which that coijftitution conflfts. 

I conceive I have thus fidly cflabliflied, the fifft of 
the propofltions which I undertook to prove, namely, 
that an Union would be a complete furrender of the con- 
ftitution, and confequently, of the liberty and indepen- 
dence of the country. But two objeflions are made to 
this proofi Firfl:, that though Ireland, in cafe of an 
Union, would lofc- the for.Ti of her conftitution, yet flic 
would retain the fubftantial benefits of it ; for fli6 
would be reprefented in the Britifli Parliament, and 
would enjoy all the freedom, civil and political, that 
would be enjoyed by Great Britain, herfeif. I anfwer, 
it is a fallacy. Firfl:, Ireland's being reprefented in the 
Britifli Parliament, v/ould be perfeflly immaterial' — (he 
v.'ould derive no benefit, whatfoever, from that repre- 
fentation ; becaufe, though her reprefentatives were 
perfcQIy virtuous, and entirely unanimous on every 
queftion, yet the paucity of their members, would ren* 



national independence ; and alfo, on the difpofltion of der any queftion Or vote of their's for Iieland, nuga 

the fupreme power among the three branches of the le- tory ; and as to this country enjoying the fame freedom 

giflature, namely, a King, and two Houfes of Parlia- and privileges as England, I fay it is neither a-r/(3/«, nor 

ment; the one confifting of Irifli Peers, the other con- likely, nor, I will add, poftbk, that flie fliould do fo. 

fifting of members returned byqertain qualified ciaflTes It is not certain, becaufe. the united legiflature might 
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if they fnouW iliink it for the bcrtefit of the empire at 
large, deprive this particular part of it of many privi- 
leges which they reft of the empire fhouid continue to 
enjoy. They might eftablifh imiverfally the mode of 
trial now eftablilhed in the difturbed counties;- that is, 
repeal the trial by jury. They might repeal, as to this 
country, the Habeas Corpus Aft; or, under different 
pretenceSj perpetuate the fufpenfion of it from year to 
year. It is not A'^^/j^ that Ireland vi'ould enjoy the fame 
freedom^ becaufe being completely under the dominion 
of Great Britain, it is highly probable, the latter would 
a£l: then towards her in the fame way, and on the fame 
principles, a"s flie has heretofore done ; but heretofore, it 
has undeniably been the policy of Great Britain to re- 
ftrain the liberty, to cramp the commerce, and to nar- 
rovv the conftitutional privileges of this country. If it 
be faid, flie formerly did fo from fear of a feparation, 
ftiould Ireland become too powerful, but that flic would 
do fo no longer, becaufe the incorporation of the two 
countries would render a foparation impracticable ; ' I 
anfwer-^the argument is founded on a falfe afTiimption • 
for the legiflative incorporation would not make a fepa- 
ration impracticable; becaufe, iH. the great body of 
the Irifh people would, notwithftanding an Union, pre- 
ferve their diftinO: religion, their prefent habits of life, 
and thinking, their prefent love for freedom, , fhttir 
longing for political power and independence. 2d, tfeir 
infular fituation, and local feparation from Great Bri- 
tain, ■would then, becaufe it mud ever, cont'nwc tofiig- 
geft a defire and ambition of fenarate and independent 
government. 3d, the enemies of Great Britain would 
then, as they will evc^ continue, as at prefent, to' urge 
Ireland to feparation. And 4th, if the wealth of the 
country encreafed, it would fiirnifli new means to effeft 
a feparation; if the country became poorer, its po- 
verty would be a goad to- revolt. With regard tothe 
fubftantial benefits of the Britifli conftitution, it is, 
therefore, neither certain, rtor likely, that Ireland 
would enjoy them equally with Great Britain^ after an 
Union— ^and with refpe6t to political freedom, it is not 
poffibie, in cafe of an Union, that Ireland (llould enjoy 
it; for having given up her feparate exiftence, and fub- 
mitted to the will of another country, her political free- 
dom would be an impoffibility. As well- might it be 
faid, that the different portions of Poland, which have 
been ineted out to the feveral continental powers, pof- 
fefs the fame degree of freedonl as therefpe£tivc coun- 
tries with which they have become incorporated. 

By an Union, then, countrymen, the Conftitution of 
Ireland is gone for ever. The conftitution gone! 
What then, countrymen, have we ' been fighting for? 
For what have we met our deluded fellow-countrymen 
in arms ? Why have wc fattened the fields of Wex- 
ford, and of Wicklow, and of Kiidare, with the blood 
of Irifhmen? Was it that when we had fecured to 
Ireland that conftitution under which we had profpered 
and been happy, we fliould carry it on the. pointof our 
fv/ords to the foot of the Britifh minifter, and there re- 



fign It for ever? Why didvve extort a conftitution from (he 
v/eakand reluflant handofdominatingBritain in 82? Was 
it that after having played with it for a year or two, we 
ihould give it up without a ftruggle, and return to a ftatc 
ftill more ignominious than that from which we emerg- 
ed ? Shall w« be the only nation in the hiftory of the 
earth, who, poffeffmg freedom and independence, en- 
larged commerce, improving agriculture, and a multi- 
plied population, (hall refign freely, and without ne- 
ceffity, all thefe invaluable bleflings into the hands of 
another, and I will add, a rival nation ; and fay to 
them-^" here v/e are, take us and ours-^^we pretend 
no longer to govern ourfelves-^you are wifer, and more 
virtuous than we^^^give us only food to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on, and we willferve yoii!" No! It can- 
not, it will not be-^^it is not in human nature. The na- 
tion of heroes, who, in 82, raifed itfelf by a prodigy 
of valour and wifdom into the notice and admiration of 
the world, will not in 99, again precipitate itfelf into vo- 
luntary diflionour, and blacken the page of hiftory with 
thQ firjl exartiple of a voliintary and untempted fur- 
render of the imperial privileges of freedom and inde- 
pendence— ^a furrender of them by one nation to an-^ 
other, from whofe weaknefs they had been wrefted, an^ 
who was unable to revoke them. 

(To be continued.) 



EDITORS OF THE ANTI-UNION-. 



A 



C'ENTLEiatN, 



COUNTRY CoTfefpohdent of mine, has feiifc 
me a copy of the following very curious DREAM, 
which, if you think pro^r, you are at liberty to pub- 
fii in yoiir periodical, paper. 

I am,\Gentiemep, 

Your obedient Servant, 

CAiVIILLUS. 



DREAMT I was inwNorway/ and that I faw there 
a groupe of rrten in */orn and tatterad apparel, but 
who from their deportment, feemed as if they had 
feen better days. I queftioned one of therri, and was 
informed they were emigrant French nobility ; the per- 
fon I fpoke to was the Duke of Richiievi ; he faid, that 
he and his companions bore their misfortunes with for- 
titude, from a confcioufnefs that they had a£!:ed accord- 
ing to the dilates of honor, and in fupport of the an- 
cient conftitution of their country. 

While we v/ere converfing together, we beheld a vef- 
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fc\ crowtled with paffengers, which approached' the 
ihore; we ran to fee what unfortunate perfons they 
mi£;ht be, who thus fought an afylum in this dreary 
country ;-— when they difembarked, I fancied •! could 
clifcern fome traces of features [had fomewhere feen be- 
fore, but quite aFtered by misfortune and want ;. Rich- 
heu,, with that politenefs.ever peculiar to Frenchmen, 
welcomed the. paffengcrs on fliore ; and with cafy, tho' 
no way offenfive importunity, fought to know who they 
were, and whence they came ; one of them, on behalf 
of the reft, ftept forvvarcl and fail, Sir, we are part of 
the nobility of Barataria, we ail poffefled great eftates 
in that delightful country, and our anceftors handed 
down to us therein, a conftitution free and independent. 
Our country was bound in alliance ofFenfive and defen- 
five, with a contiguous powerful nation, to whofe. ag- 
grandizement flie chearfuily contributed both her blood 
and treafure ; the friendly intercourfe between the two 
countries had eontimied for ages p?.ft,, and was likely to 
continue for ages to come; and would have donefo, had 
not the Grand Vlfirof the nation with whom we were 
in alliance, fatally difturbed the rcpofe and connexion 
of the two cotintries ; he was a man of infatiable am- 
biti»3n, and pofll-fiing the unbounded confidence of the 
Sultan his mafter, he formed projeQs the mofl extraor- 
dinary and chimerical, which neither difappointment, 
difcomfiture, or apparent imprafticability, could induce 
him torelinquikh ; the eonfequences were fuch as might 
be naturally expe€ted — a great derangement in the fi^ 
nances of ■ the Sultan ; the Vifirdevifed various fchemes 
to recruit them, } but thefe all proving inadequate^ he at 
laft, at a time when he was at aSual war. with all the 
neighbouring nations, determined to ufe the troops and 
money of the Sultan, to compel Barataria, his onJy 
friend and ally, to furrender her wealth,, conftitution, 
and independence, to his abfolutc direftion anddifpofal. 
We then were moft of us at the court of the Sultan, as 
many of us thtrn had eftates in both countries ; the Vi- 
firfentfor us,, and explained to us the nature of his plan, 
and defired our co-operation to accomplifli it ; we Kefi- 
tated— but he had the means of quieting all' our fcruplfes j 
his promifes were libe;ral, and wc' bowed obedience to 
hiswili; on-our return to Barataria, we found that fome 
difturbances had taken place there, which had beea fo- 
mented by the emiflaries of the Vifir,, but tranquillity 
had been reftored ; this was thought to be the favorable 
moment to deprive our country of its conftitution and 
independence. To forward the views of the Vifir we 
repaired to ovir eftates and reprefented to our tenants 
and vaflais, and thofe perfons living in their vicinage, 
the great advantages and benefits,, that would arife from, 
an implicit obedience to the Vilir's will; and we ftrong- 
ly recommended the furrender he required ; but we 
v.rere mortified to find that they fcouted us with fcorn ; 
and every where unanimoufly refolvedto fupport the in- 
dependence of Barataria ; we were, however, not dif- 
mayed ^ we thought if we could make a majority of 



the Grand Council, that the troops of the Vifir woulit 
afterwards fettle thebufincfs; — We earned the quefticnir 
—And the fonsof Barataria fecmed to fubmit to.the de- 
gradation of their country ; but this was only a (late of 
torpor; itrefembled a calm that precedes a ftorm ; and 
when we thought the nation buried in apathy — a tera- 
peftof indignation burft forth, that convulfed thenatioa 
from north to fouth, from ea.fi to weft ; the people re- 
covered their freedom ; expelled us the country, and 
confifcated our eftates ; we fled to the Sultan's courP, 
hoping to recive from the Grand Vifir, compenfation 
for our lofles in Baratari.a, and the performance of his 
other promifes : But alas ! Sir, how uncertain is hu- 
man policy ! and how fleeting is the power of courtiers ! 
—Ere we arrived, news had reached the court, of the 
difaftroiis turn affairs had t^;en in Barataria, and the" 
lofs of her alliance; which fo exafperated the populace, 
and oceafioncd fuch a ferment round the Sultan's palace 
that to appeafe the tumult, he was obliged to fend them 
the- Grand Vifir's head : but this was hot all ; in the ps- 
roxyfm of] their rage, they required that all thofe fliould 
be attainted as traitors, who were any way inftrument- 
al in aflifting the Vifir in thefe projefls which occafion- 
ed the lofs of the alliance of Barataria ; in confequence 
v;e were driven from the dominions of the Sultan, and 
our property there confifcated. Wc embarked on board 
the firft fiiip, and met with a dreadful ftorm ; the fiijp 
became unmanageable, and we were driven on this coaft- 
■ Alas \ Sir, wearc now unfortunate emigrants likeyour- 
felves, and as brothers in adverfify we claim your friend- 
fhip. At thefe words Richlieu ftejjped back, and whha 
look of anger, mixed with fcorn, faid : You our bro- 

' the'rs !— iYou emigrants like us I— Wc difc/aim you ! 

In nought you refembJe us !— -Your country had an an- 
cient, frctf conftitution, you confpired with the Vifir of 
another nation to deftroy it ! Your endeavours were 
to overturn, not to fupport, the ancient order of th'mg:s--: 
By your own ftafement, your conduft feems tohave 
been corrupt and profligate in the extreme, and you 
were moft defervedly exp'felled from Barataria ; go hide 
your difgrace inthe inmoft recefles of the neighbour- 
ing foreft ! But do not dare, by your prefence, to pol- 
lute the abode of honor, and the French emigrants. 
At thefe words, I ftarted and awoke. W. Z'. 



EPIGRAM. 



W, 



HY fliould we exclaim that the times are'fo bad^? 
Purfuing a querulous ftrain. 
When Erin gives up all the Rights thatflie had,. 
What right will (he have to complain ?. 
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